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SHAKTOOLIK, ALASKA 
The Covenant Church in Shaktoolik, 
Alaska, was excited to be chosen to 
host the Covenant's Alaska 
Conference annual meeting in April 
2024, but they faced some challenges. 
Located on the shores of the Norton 
Sound in Western Alaska, Shaktoolik 
gets an average of 78 inches of snow 
each year and in April the average high 
temperature is only 35 degrees. The 
harsh climate had taken its toll on the 
church's building and their front porch 
had separated from the main building. 

The main entry was not accessible to 
people with disabilities and the door 
was not wide enough for a casket. If 
they had a funeral, the body needed to 
be removed, the casket turned vertical 
to get through the door and then the 
body was returned to casket. The 
entire process was very distressing for 
a family grieving a loved one. "What we 
have to do with the casket for a 
funeral shows great disrespect for our 
elders, but there has been no other 
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